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“HOLD FAST.” 


CurisTIans once were called ‘‘ The Holdfasts.” What 
is evil we cannot too soon let go, what is good we can- 
not too firmly hold fast. 

Hold-fast the Bible. The great Chillingworth has 
written, ‘The Bible is the religion of Protestants.” 
It is the charter of our rights, the palladium of our 
safety— the sacred ensign, around which freedom finds 
its firmest footing—humanity its bravest champion— 
religion its purest altar. What it repudiates is heresy 
—what it rebukes is sin—what it commands is alike 
interest and duty—and what it is silent on is not essen- 
tial to salvation. Let not the sceptic steal it, nor 
the Papist corrupt it. Socinianism would exhaust it of 
its life, by the subtraction of all that is divine, and 
Romanism would corrupt it by the addition of all that 
is human. 

Hold-fast “ Christ and Him crucified.” This is the 
essential as it is the distinctive doctrine of the Gospel. 
The Gospel without this great truth is the atmosphere 
without its oxygen—poison. It is the trunk, and all 
the other doctrines of christianity are the boughs that 
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branch out from it; and personal, social, and nationay 
prosperity, and peace and happiness are but the para- 
site plants that feed on its vitality, and derive their 
beauty and permanence from it. If we let this great 
truth perish from our creeds and hearts, we part with 
our strength for paralysis—we surrender the sun for 
a taper, and the bread of God for the husks of swine; 
and the church that has surrendered it will fall and ~ 
perish like a lighthouse in the sea. We must not only 
retain it but display it. We must make it prominent 
in our sermons. It must pervade every prayer as a 
golden tissue, and live within us as the hope of our 
hearts, and shine around us as the glory and the orna- 
ment of our lives. It must be no “ doctrine of reserve,” 
It must be supreme or it will retire from our company 
wholly. 

Hold-fast the Holy Spirit, as the only regenerating 
and quickening energy. He alone can change the 
heart. No ecclesiastical rite, however valuable in its 
place—no sacrament, however precious, can create new 
creatures. The reason why any attribute such efficacy 
to any other than the Holy Spirit is their inadequate 
conviction of the nature and extent of man’s ruin. 
Were the natural man merely in a swoon or in a faint, 
the lustral waters of baptism might revive him. But 
this is not the fact. ‘* He is dead in sin,’ and none but 
the Deity can quicken the dead, or raise from spiritual _ 
death to spiritual life. Hold fast your right and privi- 
lege to go as individuals, in Christ to God your Father. 
It is the grand distinction of Protestant Christianity, 
that it bids man rest at no point in his upward progress, 
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but that of God. It is the end of Christ’s atonement, to 
‘‘bring us to God,” and it is the province of every 
faithful church to point out this destiny as ours through 
Jesus Christ. No priest, or pope, or ceremony, OF 
sacrament, or church, or angel, or archangel, must 
come between you and God in Christ. This is the 
voice of Protestantism—the privilege of Protestants. 
Popery in all its grades repudiates this—it brings man 
to the priest, to the church, or to the sacrament, but 
no further. Let us hold fast our blood-bought privi- 
lege. 

Never let us forget that there is no atoning efficacy 
in tears or sufferings, in prayer, in penances, or in any 
other than the blood of Jesus; no sanctifyimg energy, 
save in the Holy Spirit, and no conclusive rule of faith 
but the word of God, and no way to heaven but one ; 
“The way, the truth, and the life.” “ Hold fast.” 


VIGILANTIUS AND HIS TIMES. 
BY W. 8. GILLY, D.D., 


Canon of Durham and Vicar of Norham. 


Tur above is a most useful and erudite publication. 
Its object is professed to be to illustrate the ecclesias- 
tical errors and corruptions of the fourth century, and 
to show what sort of opposition was made to them. 
The author states his belief, that many of those inno- 
vations, which have been called a development of Church 
principles in regard to doctrine and discipline, were de- 
partures from the purer Christianity of the Church of 
the Apostles. He believes, also, that the calumniated 
presbyter, Vigilantius, was one of those witnesses, who 
have been raised up from time to time by divine grace, 
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to bear testimony to the truth, and to be the links of 
its continuity through ages of rebuke and darkness. 
The author first presents us with a sketch of the life 
of St. Martin of Tours, who was termed the Apostle of 
Gaul. He shews how he fell into the most deplorable 
fanaticism and aberration of mind, and slunk into a 
monastery, pretended to work miracles, and died in a 
hermit’s cowl. Vigilantius was raised from an humble 
station, and introduced to the society of the learned and 
good by Sulpicius Severus and Paulinus of Nola, two 
of the best men of the age, whose affection and friend- 
ship he never lost, Sulpicius Severus, once the flower 
of Aquitain, under the influence of the superstition, 
which far and wide withered and blasted the piety of the 
Christian Church in the fourth century, became the 
victim of deception, and dwindled down into a fabulist 
and visionary. It hurried Paulinus also, a man of 
letters and of an amiable disposition, into the most 
debasing errors. ‘‘ He grovelled before the image of a 
favourite saint, until his brain reeled, and was lost 
in phantasies. He inflicted severities upon himself to 
such a degree, that he fell into a state of incurable 
bodily and mental debility, and scarcely a trace remained 
of the once buoyant, energetic, and noble-minded Pa- 
trician. Sulpicius and Paulinus were lost to the cause 
of true religion, when they turned their backs on the 
social duties of life: they wanted somebody to give them 
advice similar to that which John Wesley gave to 
Hannah More, ‘ Live in the world, that is your sphere 
of action.’ The same erroneous views of Christianity 
transformed the learned and eloquent Jerome, the most 
laborious and accomplished scholar of his time, into an 
acrimonious, discontented, and railing bigot, who, while 
he professed mortification and abstinence, and confined 
himself to the sacred localities of Bethlehem, that he 
mighty keep his body in subjection, gave full reins to 
the passions of hatred, malice, and uncharitableness, 
and indulged the bitterest resentment, whenever a rival 
was to be encountered, or an adversary silenced.” We 
are next presented with interesting and melancholy 
sketches of Martin, Sulpicius Severus, Paulinus, and 
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Jerome. These celebrated Churchmen of the fourth 
century, when viewed in the Romish and Tractarian 
mirrors, are bright exemplars of orthodoxy and sanctity 5 
but when regarded in the mirror of the Scriptures, they 
are discovered to be the victims of the most lamentable 
superstition and pitiable fanaticism. “ Martin, Bishop 
of Tours, comes first; and to his influence over the minds 
of Sulpicius and Paulinus, are to be attributed the erro- 
neous notions of Christian duty, which drew those ex- 
cellent men out of the path of active life into monastic 
seclusion and mortification, and laid the foundation of 
all their errors,’’ 


(To be continued. ) 


MAYNOOTH. 


Ir is matter of great regret, that the ministry have 
resolved to increase the annual grant to the Romish 
College of Maynooth. Without referring tothe principle 
sacrificed years ago in giving any grant at all we cannot 
help expressing our earnest desire that there were sub- 
mitted to the members of the legislature, clear and au- 
thentic extracts from its standard class books, and were 
this done, we venture to affirm that not a few would be 
horrified at the lessons which this College is supported 
and maintained to teach. 

It is utterly impossible that minds familiarized to the 
vile “prescriptions of Bailly and Delahogue, can retain 
one particle of delicacy of feeling, and much do we 
pity the families which in the confessional are subjected 
to the suggestions and questionings of the Maynooth 
Confessors ; the contents of these class books ought to 
be exposed at the present crisis. 
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On this subject an esteemed correspondent has 
written us as follows :— 


‘«Srr,—Perceiving, in various quarters, that an im- 
pression that the Parliamentary grant to Maynooth is a 
mere continuation of an ORIGINAL arrangement, a le- 
gacy, (as arecent number of “The Illustrated News,”’ 
terms it) of the Irish Parliament, (and that an exelu- 
sively Protestant Parliament); and taken byGreat Britain 
as almost one of the terms of Union,—I venture to sug- 
gest to your Society the expediency of an extensive cir- 
culation of the facts, which it has repeatedly published, 
with extracts of the Act relative to the erection of May- 
nooth. 

‘‘Tn answer to a friend of mine, who views the re- 
newal of the grant to Maynooth as a necessary evil, I 
have observed, 

1. “That the grant was not at the first made as an- 
nual, or with any reference to its annual renewal. 

2. “That it was only a grant for building, it being 
understood that the Romanist body would provide for 
the annual expenses. 

3. “That Maynooth has failed, because it has not pro- 
duced a loyal Priesthood. My Irish friends assure me 
that at this day the foreign educated Priests are the 
least objectionable, and the best educated. 

4, “That as it 7s proved, that the Romanist body in 
Ireland can raise, year after year, from £25,000, to 
£30,000 per annum, for seditious purposes; there will 
be a balance in hand quite sufficient for, that purpose, 
if £9,000, or more, be annually appropriated to May- 
nooth. 

“To the proposed open Universities no effectual oppo- 
sition will be made, because the general impression is, 


that nothing will, under the Divine Blessing, more effec- | 


tually tend to withdraw the Romanist Laity from the 
influence of their Priests. 

“Would not the last Report of the College of St. 
Columba in Ireland appear with effect in ‘‘ The British 
Protestant?” I anticipate much good from that cheap 
little periodical, and shall make it as much known as I 


or 
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can. I will not trouble you to acknowledge the receipt 
of this letter, except merely by an allusion to its subject 
in the Protestant. 

ce Biv 


CONVERSION OF MR. MARTIN. 
(Concluded from p. 40.) 


« Soon after arriving in London, I was induced to go 
to a Protestant place of worship, and heard a sermon 
against the Roman Catholic religion. The minister said 
that the Pope’s religion was as bad as Mahomet’s. I was 
much displeased at this, and should have liked to have 
seen him and the pulpit all fall down together, believing 
him tobeavery bad man; but what wasmore grievous still, 
I had to go to conressron soon after, and was obliged 
to confess where I had been. I got a severe reprimand 
and had to do penance, which was very inconvenient at 
that time, since I lodged with Protestants, and was 
ashamed to let them know that I did penance at the 
command of a priest. I became favourably disposed to 
Protestants, and on my return to Warwickshire, I was 
treated by my friends as a heretic, because I told them 
that Protestants were as good Christians as they. I re- 
turned back to London again about indulgence time at 
Easter. I put off going to confession again till the 
last day, which is Low Sunday, but Mr. T——, the 
Priest, would not give me absolution, but ordered me 
to do penance for a week, and come to him on the 
following Sunday. I complied with his request, and 
accordingly went to him the next week, and he granted 
me absolution, gave me a reprimand and more penance. 
I received the sacrament, but on my way home a 
thought came into my mind, ‘How do I know that I 
am absolved from my sins now?’ I did not feel 
satisfied about it. I took up my abode at Woolwich, 
(soon after) I there got into controversy about religion, 
I contended that I was a member of the Holy Catholic 
Church, but one of my opponents (a man of candour) 
plainly told me if I died with,no other views than I 
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had at present, hell would be my portion. He argued 
this point very forcibly, which 1 shal never forget; 
he lent me several controversial tracts which plainly 
pointed out the errors of my Church. I read them and 
returned them, and thanked him, telling him, they were 
much to the purpose. I then began to care but little 
about my old religion, and went regularly to a Pro- 
testant Church or Chapel. In fact, I had lost nearly 
all my Romish superstition, viz:—confidence in Holy 
Water, Agnus Deis, King’s Bills, but was very cau- 
tious how to proceed so as not to be deceived again. I 
thought the best way was to read the Holy pig ii 
and judge for myself, whether Protestants or 

Catholics were in the right way. I made the Scripture 
my sole rule and guide. I found I was a sinner of the 
deepest dye, 1 no rest day or night, I could give no 
sleep to my eyes, nor slumber to ve eyelids, but 
watered my couch with my tears. In this way I went 
on for some weeks, 1 found that I was one who had 
caused Christ to be crucified, and the ery for mercy was 
given me, and mercy through faith was bestowed, For 
it was as visible to my mind as a man coming out of a 
dark dungeon into the bright sunshine. 1 have no 
doubt if any one had been with me at the time, they 
would have discovered a sensible change in my manners. 
It was so great a change to be stript of my own 
righteousness and religious formality, and to trust alone 
in the merits of Christ; in fact, it was to me a new 
creation. 1 had now love to God and man. I now 
became quite concerned for my parents and all my 
other relations, that nerf might experience the same 
great change that I undergone. 1 thought of 
writing to them to tell them my mind, and expostu- 
lating with them on the errors of the Romish Church; 
but whilst I was thus reasoning with myself about 
writing to them, I received information that they were 
coming to London. When they arrived I soon paid 
them a visit, they treated me kindly till I told them 
that I had become a Protestant, and began to find fault 
with my old religion. They again began to call me a 
heretic, thinking to make me give up my new religion ; 
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but I was too well grounded in my faith by heartfelt 
experience to be frig tened back into Romanism. It is 
painful to relate that my mother soon paid me a visit 
and staid with me a week. She was poorly, and wished 
to see the Priest, and died very quickly, My sisters 
gave the Priests money to pray for her departed 
soul, and told me that they thought that money was 
applied to the best of purposes. I told them, L was 
sure that it was foolishly spent, as prayers for the dead 
are vain, and masses cannot atone for sin, and that pur- 
gatory is priesteraft merely to fill their own pockets. 
They again raised the ery of ‘¢ Heresy,” which was fol- 
lowed by threats and curses. My father, brother, and 
sisters were full of enmity against me, and declared it 
would be the worse for me while they lived, and when 
they died it should be worse for me then. But this did 
not frighten me, knowing that He who was for me was 
stronger than they who were against me; so | told 
them they had no power to injure me, for all was at the 
Lord’s disposal, and as he preserved Daniel in the lion’s 
den, and the three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace, 
so would he protect me. I told them that it was better 
to trust in the Lord, than put confidence in princes, 
They strove against me, but all things turned to my 
advantage wherein they strove against me. My father 
died suddenly, one of my sisters died and left 50. to 
the Priest (and Chapel L—— R—-d) to have masses 
celebrated for her soul after death, for she desired not 
to go to hell but to purgatory. This I heard from a 
pious female that she was speaking to about her 
salvation. ‘This pious female pointed out several pas- 
sages from scripture to comfort her, suchas ‘The 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sins; but my 
sister said, “It would be many years before her sins 
were cleansed away to enable her to get to heaven.” 
The female friend replied, “This day you may be in 
heaven if you believe in Christ and put your whole 
confidence in him.” ‘This day you may be with him 
in Paradise.” But she would sooner trust the Priest 
than passages from God's word. My other sister died 
much in the same manner and same state. T took care 
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that the Priest did not receive the purgatorial £50 (it 
being illegal), which occasioned a warm debate between 
my brother and me about purgatory. I told him plainly 
that it was blasphemy against God, and an imposition 
on the public and not mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. 
We say but little on the subject now. I gave him a 
Bible, and entreated him to read it, and several contro- 
versial tracts. I fear he does not read the Bible; I 
told him how awfully superstitious it was to worship the 
Wafer as God. He is at present very much attached to 
the Romish religion, but it is not harder for the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten his mind, and remove the bandage 
from his eyes than from mine. I conclude this brief 
statement by asking an interest in the prayers of my 
Christian friends, that my brother may be brought from 
Romanism to the Gospel, and that we both may he saved 
by the merits of Christ, and not hope by fasting and 
penance to satisfy God for our sins, nor to obtain eter- 
nal glory by the merits of St. Peter, Paul, or the inte- 
cession of the Virgin Mary,* but trust solely in the 
merits of Christ, who alone is able to satisfy God for 
our sins. 
“JT am your’s, dear Sir, 
““Taomas Martin.” 


REFORMATION MEETINGS. 


Two very satisfactory meetings were recently held by 
the Reformation Society at Brighton and Bath. At the 
former place, Sir Thos. Bloomfield, Bart. took the Chair. 
The room was excessively crowded in the morning, and 
the large Town Hall, to which they adjourned, in the 
evening, was likewise full. Noel Hoare, Esq. presided 
at the evening meeting. Several clergymen addressed 


*See Manual of Devout Prayers, a book used by Mr. Martin 
when a Roman Catholic. 
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the audience. The addresses of the Rev. J. C. Good- 
hart, Incumbent of St. Mary’s, Reading, and the Rev. 
Mr. Kelly, Rector of Stillorgan, and the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
mott, were truly important. 

At Bath, two very full and interesting meetings were 
held in the Assembly Rooms. George Finch, Esq. 
whose knowledge of this most important controversy in 
all its details is so eminent—made two most valuable 
and lucid statements to which the numerous audience 
listened with great satisfaction and delight. 

At the morning meeting the honourable gentleman 
said :— 

The Society was termed, ‘The British Society for 
Promoting the Principles of the Reformation,” and their 
excellent Chairman had told them he was desirous of 
obtaining some information both as to its principles and 
mode of operation, trusting that its operations were not 
restricted to the errors without the Church, but that it 
also applied to those within; now the best answer he 
could make to that was to refer to the titles of some of 
the tracts issued by the Society, from which it would be 
seen that it did not limit its efforts to opposition to the 
errors of the Church of Rome, but that when they have 
displayed themselves within the bosom of the Protestant 
Church itself, the Society had felt it its bounden duty 
to bring the glorious principles of the Reformation in 
opposition to them (hear, hear). One object of the 
Society was to disseminate the principles of the Refor- 
mation in opposition to the errors of the Church of 
Rome ; and in doing this it had been their studied de- 
sign to exclude themselves from any connection with 
the party politics of the present day; they had endea- 
voured to keep within the pale of religion, and religion 
alone; they were anxious to address not only Pro- 
testants, but Roman Catholics also, and by kind and 
affectionate persuasion to endeavour to make their Ro- 
man Catholic fellow-subjects embrace the truth. Ifthe 
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Society had consented to any connection with political 
party, they would only have been able to embrace within 
its influence, perhaps, the smallest of all classes of 
Protestants, while they would have effectually prevented 
anything like a friendly influence upon the minds of the 
Roman Catholics themselves ;for upon political sub- 
jects their feelings were so excited that reasoning with 
them was altogether fatile, if once they entered upon a 
discussion upon that point. The plan they had acted 
upon, therefore, had been, to embrace every possible 
means for combining Protestants, and diffusing the 
principles of the Reformation. The speaker then pro- 
misted. to advert to the advantages resulting from hold- 
ing public meetings like the present, where the object 
in view was of so general a character as that sought by 
the advocates of this Society; as by that means parties 
were brought together, who, from peculiarities in doc- 
trine, would never meet at the same place of worship, 
while by the reports of the proceedings conveyed through 
the press, its claims for support were made known to 
the rich and great, as well as to the poor and humble. 
And now he would proceed to answer an objection which 
might very possibly be brought against them:—they 
might, perhaps, be asked, ‘“ Why come to Bath? is it 
not already sufficiently furnished with zealous Christian 
ministers—did not Bishop Baines fruitlessly endeavour 
to disseminate his pernicious doctrines amongst its in- 
habitants, and was he not completely foiled 7—was there 
any danger, then, of a spread of Roman Catholic prin- 
ciples in Bath?” He (Mr. Finch) rejoiced, indeed, to 
know that Bath occupied so proud a position as it did; 
that it possessed such a talented and invaluable clergy ; 
that they had foiled the Roman Catholic disputants, most 
distinguished for subtlety ; but did it follow that those in 
the surrounding districts had no interest in the sym- 
pathies of the people of Bath? If by means of the 
enormous telescope which an Irish nobleman was 
engaged in constructing, a new planet had been dis- 
covered, in a remote part of the system, and that planet 
was Bath, then, indeed, might such an argument hold 
good; orif it were some new spot in the polar regions, 
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where it could not beseen and could hold no communi- 
cation with the rest of the world, then might such an 
argument hold good; but as Bath was accessible, and 
its fate depended upon the general fate of the kingdom, 
and of the people at large, such reasoning was in the 
highest degree fallacious (hear, hear). To arrest the 
spread of Popery throughout other districts, they were 
justified in the appeal they were now making in Bath ; 
for if that Popery were allowed to spread unchecked, 
the liberties of the people of Bath would be crushed in 
the same way as those of others; and therefore, it was 
that they were interested in what was going on in the 
neighbouring counties, and throughout Great Britain, 
even though they themselves possessed such spiritual 
and evangelical ministers, and were blessed with many 
privileges above other towns and cities in the kingdom.” 


We add a short extract from Mr. Finch’s admirable 
speech at the evening meeting. 


‘«Having iterated the sentiments contained in the 
prayer which had been offered, and in the concluding 
sentence of the Rev. gentleman's speech, Mr. Finch 
said that the subjects to be considered were so sacred, 
that if they were approached in a spirit of self-depen- 
dence they might indeed despair of awakening in those 
whom they believed to be in fatal error a desire to be 
led to God in spirit and in truth. At the first, therefore, 
he desired to humble himself as guilty dust before their 
gracious God, and to pray that a coal of heavenly fire 
might be applied to his lips, so that he might speak 
only such things as should be in accordance with the 
Spirit of eternal truth. Let them endeavour to elevate 
themselves to the state of mind of the occupants of 
the New Jerusalem, who look down with complacency 
on this fleeting state. Worldly people were engaged 
with their callings of the world; politicians and states- 
men were occupied with controlling its people and em- 
pires; but the saints of God, looking down from above, 
saw only two parties—the people of God and those who 
were opposed to him ; in other words, the friends and 
the enemies of truth. They saw little in the splendour 
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and magnificence of Babylon and Persia,—or in the 
historic glories of Greece and Rome: nay, on every 
thing they saw written “‘ vanity, vanity,” except on the 
poor and persecuted, and despised people of God (Hear, 
hear). And, if he should catch anything of this spirit, 
he would be enabled to approach in a becoming manner 
the grave subject they were about to consider that even- 
ing. They appealed, then, to their Roman Catholic 
brethren in fidelity but in sincerity ; and, believing 
them to be in fatal error, they felt compelled to warn 
them of the consequences of their continuance therein. 
And were this not their conviction they would them- 
selves be guilty of the awfulsin of schism ; for, unless 
they felt that there were strong and sufficient reasons 
for their separation, they ought still to have remained 
members of the Church of Rome. The heathen and 
pagan emperors of former times, acting on the princi- 
ple of Liberalism, received into the seuss of the state 
every foreign religion, no matter what its character ; 
<p eS on the contrary, made war on all which 
i with the glory of their Divine Master. Now 
which of these parties was right? Was it the one who 
thought that all religions were equally useful and 
equally false, or was it the Apostles, who went forth 
braving persecution, and suffering, and death, to call 
sinners to repentance, and to guide their footsteps into 
the paths of eternal light? Was it the spirit of love 
or uncharitableness which led Paul to protest against 
the idolatry of Athens—to point out to her people the 
absurdity of erecting an altar to the worship of the 
unknown God—and to proclaim among them the un- 
searchable riches of Christ? In the same spirit, he 
trusted that the Society on whose behalf he ap 

went forth, persuaded that the principles on which the 
Reformation was based were founded on truth, and that 
it was their duty to bring them before Roman Catholics 
and Protestants—to call on the latter to stand fast in 
their faith in those glorious doctrines, and affectionately 
to call on the former to embrace them (Hear, hear). 
They did not profess to entertain (as they were some- 
times charged with doing), an idolatrous veneration for 
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the names of Luther and Melancthon, of Latimer and 
Cranmer. They did not shut their eyes to the failings 
and sometimes the vices of these great men ; for they 
well knew they lived in troublesome times, and did not 
escape the infection of evil, and they were willing to 
admit that, weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, 
many of their acts would be found to be erroneous, and 
some of them grievously so. But they only professed 
to receive from these men that which was in accordance 
with the word of God; and whatever their writings con- 
tained, which was contrary to this standard, they rejected 
and regretted. They held only those principles which 
agreed with those delivered by the appointed ambassa- 
dors of Heaven to the heathen and the Jewish world.” 


OPERATIVE AUXILIARIES OF THE REFORMA- 
TION SOCIETY. 
FROM THE WESTMINSTER OPERATIVE SECRETARY. 


I rejoice to inform you that two Roman Catholics in 
this district have renounced the errors of the Church of 
Rome for the Gospel of Christ, and by the grace of God 
have found that peace of mind which passeth all human 
understanding, by placing their whole and undivided 
faith and confidence in the atoning blood of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, which cleanseth from all sin. 
I forward their names and addresses to you, but think 
you had better not publish them, as it would lay them 
open to much persecution and insult, as the Priest of 
this neighbourhood has always his emissaries on the 
look out. More especially, we wish you not to publish 
theirnames as we have everyreason to believe, two others 
are following the same steps, and it may prove de- 
trimental to their conversion. I have received a small 
supply of Reformation Society tracts through Mr. Bal- 
lard, which I will distribute among Roman Catholics in 
this neighbourhood as I visit them. There is a good 
opening for missionary labours in this neighbourhood, 
as the Priest is not popular amongst his people.— 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


: H. F. 
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BRIXTON OPERATIVE AUXILIARY. 


Mr. Frencu’s lectures in defence of P , have 
been an entire failure in this neighbourhood. His first 
lecture was numerously attended by Protestants and 
Roman Catholics, but the attendance at each succeeding 
lecture has greatly decreased. On the last occasion that 
he publis placards to announce his lecture, he had 
not more than about twenty persons to hear him, many 
of whom went away before hislecture commenced. Mr. 
French entered into a discussion at Brixton, with a Mr. 
Bolland, a gentleman belonging to the Established 
Church, 

Mr. Bolland well understands the controversy and, 
on the third evening, Mr. French ang | gave up the 
discussion—at one of his lectures Mr. French shame- 
fully abused Mr. Cumming, and falsely misstated his 
pitiful attempt to discuss at Woolwich, which was 
contradicted by Mr. Gaulton, a friend of mine who 
went to Woolwich purposely to hear his lecture in the 
Town Hall. Several meetings of the operatives in con- 
nection with the Reformation Society have been held in 
this neighbourhood. Replies have given to Mr. 
French’s ingenious sophistry, which was so ably and 
triumphantly refuted at Hammersmith, which any one 
may see who will take the trouble to read the discus- 
sion. It is eagerly read by all of us (operatives) and 
I may safely say, in the name of all (hundreds with 
whom I am acquainted) that we thank God that Mr. 
French had such a masterly antagonist; truth there 
triumphed over error, in her fullest strength, which 
enables those who dare not lift their voice against her 
before, to triumph over her now. Praying that the bles- 
sing of God may still attend your labours in the cause, 
—1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

J. Bartarp. 


P.S. Many persons have lately joined the Auxiliary 
in this neighbourhood, not only operatives, but some of 
higher standing. Mr. French, I am informed, does not 
intend to deliver any more lectures here. I went to 
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one of his lectures and offered to discuss with him ; 
however, instead of allowing discussion, his blind ad- 
mirers dragged me from the platform, threw me on the 
ground, and kicked me. 


LAMBETH OPERATIVE AUXILIARY. 


I beg to inform you that the Lambeth and South- 
wark Auxiliary to the British Reformation Society, is 
in a prosperous state. Not only are operatives joing 
themselves to it, but also ministers of the Gospel and 
other influential persons. 

The late attempt of the Priests in this neighbour- 
hood (though abortive) to defend their errors by opening 
schools for their persevering, though unsuccessful cham- 
pion, D. French, Esq, to give lectwres in defence of the 
errors of the Romish Church, has shown Protestants, 
of all denominations, the necessity of making a bold and 
uncompromising stand for the truth of the Gospel, and 
“ to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” Several operative meetings have been held by 
the operatives of this Auxiliary, to, each meeting Mr. 
French has been invited to attend and discuss the errors, 
fallacies, and absurdities put forth in his lectures; but he 
has always declined, although at first he challenged 
discussion. Operatives also have attended his lectures 
and with great difficulty obtained a hearing, and, after 
three nights’ contest, Mr. French gave up the discus- 
sion under a specious pretence. Tracts are distributed 
by the operatives amongst Roman Catholics, and books 
of a controversial character, but other operative meet- 
ings are about to be held here, as well as at Poplar, 
Somers Town, and other parts of London.—Yours, &c. 

J. B. 


BERMONDSEY AUXILIARY. 


This evening (Jan. 28,) we held a truly excellent public 
meeting ; about 140 of our friends and members, having 
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previously taken tea together in a very pleasing and 
tifying manner. After the removal of the tables the 
oors were thrown open to the public ; the school-room 
was speedily filled, and the business of the evening 
commenced. Mr, Harwood was called upon to take the 
chair, who stated the object of the meeting, and called 
upon the Secretary to read the Report, which stated 
that, since the formation of the Auxiliary, no less than 
6,000 of the tracts and books of the Parent Society had 
been circulated, and copies of the Holy Scriptures lent 
to families who have not possessed them, and that there 
was much reason to believe that much good had been 
effected by the humble endeavours of this Auxiliary. 
Mr. Ballard next addressed the meeting at considerable 
length, and dwelt upon the necessity that existed for 
the most strenuous exertions on the part of those who 
wished to preserve inviolate for themselves and their 
children the principles of the Reformation, which their 
forefathers had purchased with their lives, and which 
Popery by open and concealed emissaries was en- 
deavouring to subvert; and, after contrasting the 
number of tracts issued by the Roman Catholic Insti- 
tute, amounting up to the past year to 167,918, with 
the number issued by this Auxiliary, concluded by 
ealling on those present to lend their aid to the utmost 
of their ability in assisting this society, and other insti- 
tutions of a kindred nature. Messrs, Vincent, Allen, 
and Wiggins next addressed the meeting, and Mr. Scott 
of the Rescasien Auxiliary, having given an account 
of the superstitious pilgrimages of thousands of our 
continental neighbours, to view the ‘ holy coat,’’ now 
exhibiting at ‘reves, resolutions of determination to 
upliold the Auxiliary being agreed to, a collection was 
made, and the meeting (after the singing of the Doxo- 
logy) was dissolved. 300 tracts were distributed at the 
doors. 

Several Roman Catholics having, in the course of the 
evening expressed an anxiety to speak, the Chairman, 
Mr. Harwood, distinctly stated that he could allow of 
no interruption to the business of the meeting, but that 
after the meeting was over, they would then be heard; 
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accordingly, one gentleman, a Mr. Ryen, came forward 
at the close of the meeting, and, after some conversa- 
tion with Mr. Ballard, it was agreed that a public meet- 
ing should take place on the two succeeding Friday 
evenings for discussion, the subject for the first evening 
to be, “The Right of Private Judgment,” and for the 
second evening, ‘‘ The Doctrine of Transubstantiation.”” 


THE SPIRIT OF POPERY THE SAME EVERY 
WHERE. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF THE REV. G. A. 
KESSLING, AT HICKS BAY, NEW ZEALAND. 


(From the Church Missionary Gleaner.) 


J baptized at Opotiki seventy adults and six 
children, some of them belonging to Wakatane, some 
to Urewera, in the interior, and some to Opotiki; and 
administered the Lord’s Supper to a devout and solemn 
assembly of native Christians, most of whom were bap- 
tized by the Bishop on his tour last year along this 
coast. This was the first time that the Saviour’s love 
had been thus commemorated at this populous place. 

One circumstance, however, occwred, which greatly 
marred our joy in this work of love. Opotiki has been 
taken up of late years by the Roman Catholic Priests, 
and one of their number permanently resides there. 
On the Lord’s day, the 28th ultimo, when a large num- 
ber of people had assembled at that native settlement, 
probably owing to my visit, Mr. Wilson and myself 
resolved to keep divine service outside the church, as it 
would not have held half the people who were desirous 
to attend. The hearers seated themselves quietly in 
rows, forming a most interesting sight ; when, to our 
great astonishment and regret, the Roman Catholic 
Priest, who had watched our movements, collected his 
party of natives, and arranged them in rows like our 
people in our very face. I wore my surplice, the Priest 


72 ROMISH PURITY. 

wore his; he looked in my face, I in his. The Priest 
commenced his chaunt, and our people sung in loud and 
solemn tone the 100th Psalm. Thus, there were two 
large religious bodies confronting and interrupting one 
another, with the avowed purpose of worshipping and 
serving God. I charged our congregation to act in the 
meek spirit of our Divine Master. When the services 
were respectively concluded, the Roman Catholic party 
drew near to ours; on which I again requested our 
people to go to their respective places of abode in quiet- 
ness and peace. The Papists surrounded us in a noisy 
manner ; but I had the happiness to witness our con- 
gregation acting as it became their profession, seriously 
and orderly retiring, without answering a single word.” 


ROMISH PURITY. 


Sancuez (Tho.) de 8. Matrimonii Sacramento Dispu- 
tationes; 3 vols. in 1, folio, vellum, scarce, 21 2s 
Antverpie, 1652 

«<The famous work of which Clement VIII. said, 
*vehementer admiratus est subtile hominis acumen, 
perrare judicium, raram perspicuitatem, singularem et 
exquisitam in rebus indagandis solertiam in tradendis 
facillimam methodum, in evolvendis citandisque auc- 
toribus exactissimum et plane indefessum studium ; 
serioque pronunciavit, nullam unquam Scriptorem 
extitisse, qui dubias de matrimonia controversias ube- 
rius et accuratius enodasset.’—See Sadoletii Bib. 
Scri. Soc. Jesu. Such is the character pronounced 
by the Roman Catholic Church on a work which, ‘al- 
though neither censured by the Congregation of the 
Index, nor by any other inte whose hands was com- 
mitted the purification of literature, may be considered 
the essence of all that is obscene and indecent. To 
the honour, however, of a French civil magistrate, it 
was prohibited being sold in Paris under pain of death. 
The defence set up for its use by the clergy was, the 
necessity that confessors ought to be acquainted with 
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every variety of crime, that they may be enabled to in- 
flict proportionate penance. Its popularity may be 
judged of, when it is stated that ten editions, in folio, 
were printed in the course of twenty years besides 
abridgements, analyses, aphorismical works founded on 
it, &c.”—Leslie’s Catalogue. 


A ROMISH TRACT NOW CIRCULATING IN DUBLIN. 


** The following Prayer was found in the grave of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the year 803, and sent from 
the Pope to the Emperor Charles as he was going to 
battle. They who shall repeat it every day, or hear it 
repeated, or keep it about them, shall never die a sud- 
den death, nor be drowned in water; nor shall they 
fall into the hands of their enemies in battle, and it 
being read over any woman in labour she shall be de- 
livered safely and be a glad mother, and when the child 
is born, lay this on his or her right side, and he or she 
shall not be troubled with misfortunes, and if you see 
any one in fits lay it on his or her right side, and he 
or she shall stand up and thank God, and they who 
shall repeat it in any house shall be blessed by the 
Lord, and he that will laugh at it shall suffer. Believe 
this for certain, it is true asif the Holy Evangelist had 
written it, they who keep it about them shall not fear 
Lightning or Thunder, and they who shall repeat it 
every day shall have three days warning before their 
death. 


‘* THE PRAYER. 


* O Adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, dying 
on the Cross for our sins ..O holy Cross of Christ, 
see me in thought . . O Holy Cross of Christ, ward off 
from me all sharp repeating words . .O Holy Cross of 
Christ, ward off from me all weapons of danger . . O 
Holy Cross of Christ ward off from me all things that 
are evil... O Holy Cross of Christ protect me from 
my enemies . . . O Holy Cross of Christ, protect me in 
the right way of happiness . . . Q Holy Cross of Christ, 
ward off from me all dangerous deaths, and give me life 
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always—O Crucified Jesus of Nazareth, have mercy on 
me, now and for ever. Amen. 

Tn honour of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in honour 
of his sacred passion, and in honour of his holy resur- 
rection, and God-like ascension, to which he liked to 
bring me to the right way to heaven .. true as Jesus 
Christ was born on Christmas day in the stable, true 
as Jesus Christ was crucified on Good Friday . . true as 
the three Wise Kings brought their offerings to Jesus 
on the 13th day . . true as he ascended into heaven, so 
the honour of Jesus will keep us from our enemies, 
visible and invisible, now and for ever. Amen. 

“O Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on me; Mary and 
Joseph pray for me, through Nicodemus and Joseph, 
who took our Lord down from the Cross and buried 
him. O Lord Jesus, through thy suffering on the 
Cross, for truly your soul was parting out of this world, 
give me grace that I may carry my cross patiently, 
with dread and fear, when I suffer, and that without 
complaining, and that through thy sufferings I may 
escape all dangers, now and ever.” Amen. 


APPROACHING TRIAL. 


«©The preacher is bound to tell you, that a trial of 
fearful gloom is hastening over the whole Protestant 
world. It may be the Divine will to avert the hour; 
but, to all human appearance, it is inevitable ; and this 
is no passing struggle—no casual dimness of the day— 
but the steady, sweeping, resistless coming of night. 
We may feel it already in the chill that has reached 
some hearts—we hear it in the growing stir of those 
voices which hail it as the coming of their hour—the 
spoiler’s hour. We may see it in the sports of those 
strange meteors which, springing from the darkness and 
fog of the human morass, already gleam with such 
lurid rays. Well may we ask ourselves, ‘If they can 
thus glare, creeping along the edge of the horizon, what 
will they be when the hour and power of darkness is 
all their own—when they shall shoot above our heads, 
and, unfolding all their trains, lord it in fire through 
the storm ??”—Dr. Croly. 
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I. Refusal of the Sacramental Cup. 


“ Drink of this cup, drink auu,”’* the Saviour cries ; 
“« None of this cup shall drink,” the Pope replies. 
Yet strangely deems the consecrated wine 

The blood itself: no mere memorial sign : 

Forbids the blood that on the Cross was spilt, 

The precious blood that cleanses from all guilt. 

The wafer sole is Rome’s permitted food ; 

’Tis Christ’s own body, but without His blood ! 


Il. Public Prayers in Latin, 
“ Better five words in vulgar language utter’d, 
Than twice five thousand in a strange tongue mutter’d” : 
So Paut affirms.t How different an opinion 
Is entertained in Papal Rome’s dominion ! 
Her public worship (vesper, noon, or matin, 
Pater or Ave) all proceeds in Latin ! 


III. Adoration of the Virgin. 
Rome worships Mary, Mother of her Lord : 
Her Lord pronounces all who keep His word 
More than His Mother blest.{ Then how ean they, 
Who Him their Lord profess, to Mary pray ? 
—Oh woman, what should sinners do with thee ? § 
Thyself a sinner: and thy Saviour, He, 
To whom all sinners for salvation flee ! 


IV. Prohibition of Scripture reading. 
‘* Search well the Scriptures,|| that ye well may know, 
Like wise Bereans, if these things are so : 
Let all that hear, search daily.” f]—Rome says ‘‘ No: 
The unlearned wrest the Scriptures to their fall :++ 
We bar those pages from the use of all. 
Men spy not, while the Scriptures are suppress’d, 
How to our purpose Heayven’s own word we wrest !”’ 
Erasmus Reptrvivus. 

* St, Matthew xxvi. 27. + 1 Corinthians xiv. 19. 
¢ See St. Luke viii. 21, and xi. 27-28. § St. John ii, 4. 

|| St. John v. 39. J Acts xvii. ll, tt 2. St, Peter iii. 16. 


DONATIONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, &c. 
Received from January 26th to February 25th, 1845. 


meetings . . 00 
Dr. Davis : . 100 
Miss Mears a . 010 0 
Capt. Mortlock - ’ 010 0 
Richard Becher, Esq. . te De 
Mrs. Lyops « . . 010 0 
W. A. Soames, Esq., don. Tr Ove 
Rev. John Fisher ° 010 6 
J. S. Orton, Esq. . i i ® 
Miss Gibbs : ° ° LEAS 
H. Townsend, Esq., (per “Re- 

cord.’’) . ° ° ry @ 
§. Horrocks, Esq., ditto. 102-8 
A Friend 2nddon, 15 0 0 
Richard Gould, Esq., don. 100 
Rey. Jas. Wood . ° 010 6 


Bath, collected after two meet- 
Ben iota . a 26 
cester Auxiliary, per Rev. 

W. W. Hill m = . 19 
Rey. J. Olive . & 5 
Mrs. Olive . : ° 1 
James Quilter, Esq., . 1 
H. Stables, Esq. : a 1 
Miss Hancock re a 1 
Rev, W. W. Andrews. 1 
Rey. J.Spurgin . 0 

= 5 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 


J 


W. Nanson, Esq. don. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Frank. 1 
Ray. T. Kerry jc). 
General McInnes . 
The Misses Newman. ‘ 

Mr. Rixon, for Publications 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


I. THe Cuurcu of Rome. 

Il. Hear the Cuurcu. 

ILL. TRANSUBSTANTIATION, 
Worship, Mass-Sacrifice, 
Half-Communion. 

IV, Are Roman CarHo.ics forbid- 
den to read the Hoxy Scripr- 
TURES? 

VY. A Frrenpiy Apreat to Roman 
CaTHOLICs, in bebalf of the Re- 
formed Cathotic Chnrch. 

VI. TRANSLATION of the Cregv of 
Pore Pius LY., with Explana- 
tory Remarks. 

VII. Ipentiry of Porery and Trac- 
TARIANISM; or Pope Pius the 
Fourth’s Creed: illustrated by 
Tractarian Comments. 

VILL. The AssurpiITyY and Nouwuiry 
of the Roman and TRACTARIAN 
Ro ves of Farru. 

IX. WHers was the UNIveRsaL 
Voice of the VistsLE CHuRcH 
in the Niceng Acg? or, a Brief 
Sketch of the principal Heresies 
and Divisions of the Fourth and} 
Fifth Centuries; designed as an, 
Antidote to Tractarianism. 

X. The Question, What is Trac- 
TARIANISM ? answered by an Ex- 
amination of No. 59 of the British 
Critic. 

XI. Dbe Fanaricism of the 4th and 
5th Centuries; or Tractarian In- 
consistency. 

XI. PaivareJupcment:—The Bible 
und the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, versus Tractarianism, Tra- 
dition, and the Catholic Voice of 
Antiquity. 

XIII. The ConrrapvicTIon of the 
Fatuenrs; respectfully addressed 
to Roman Catholics and Tracta- 
rians. 

XIV. -Purcarory explained & refuted. 

The above are stereotyped, and sold at 

1d. each, or 5s. per 100. 


Host- 
and 


XV. Firry Morivegs for not being a 
Roman Catholic. Price 3d, 
A Manuat of the Romisa Conrro- 
versy. Price 3d. 

The Voice of the Bisvg ; or the Scrip- 
tures against Romanism, Price 2d. 
The Nunnery, or Popery exposed in 

“ag aieaen Price 1d. s 
The whole of the foregoing Tracts may 
be had in one vol. price 3s. cloth. 


CuristiAN Doctrine, which treats of 
the Catholic Church. Price 2d, 

A Brigr Rerry to “A Sure Way to 
find out the Trae Religion, by the 
late Rev. T. Baddeley, a Roman 
Catholic priest,’ by a Member of the 
Reformed Catholic Church. Price 6d 

The Form of CoNSECRATING CHURCHES 
according to the Ritaal of the Church 
of Rome. Price 2d. 

The Rev. J. Cummine’s Repty to a 
Lecture delivered by Rey. T. Sisk, 
Roman Catholic priest, in the Town 
Hall, Woolwich. Price 2d. 

The Prorestant Carecuism. By Rev. 
T. Bagot, B.D. Price 6d. 

Snort AvpreEssEs to the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Chelsea. By Capt. F. E. V. 
Harcourt, R.N. Price 2s. per 100, 

Suort Tracts on Transubstantiation— 
the Sacrifice of the Mass—Purga- 
tory, and Prayers for the Dead— 
Invocation of Saints and Angels— 
Image Worship—The Rule of Faith, 
and the Hostility of the Romish 
Church to God’s written word. 3d 
each, or 1s, per 100. 

Downstpg Discussion between Rev. 
E. Tottenham, B.D. and Rev, J. 
Brown, Roman Catholic priest. 
Price 6s. bds. 

HamMERSMITH Discussion, between 
Rev. J. Cumming and D, French, 
Esq. Price 88. bds, 


Sold at the Society’s Office, 8, Exeter Hall, Strand, London. Also by Nisset, 
Berners-street; Harouarp, Piccadilly; Szeevey, Fleet-street; and Shaw, 


Southam pton-row. 


